STRAIT PATHS FOUNDATION

JUDGMENT, JUSTICE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS

It seems that in our world today, the words judge, or judgment, bring an instant recoil, a negative feeling and response.
These responses we feel are associated with wrong concepts around the words. This article will not encompass these subjects, but
may be of use in turning our minds (and hearts) in the right direction.

God represents Himself to us, distantly, as a Judge. Any Judge, to be right, must be just, must judge rightly, in justice. As
we understand justice, so we understand that there must be punishment for wrong-doing. Since most of us are conscious that there
has been wrong-doing in our lives, we cringe at the idea that a Just Judge is going to see our wrongs, and render a judgment.

It’s much the same as in society at large. Someone gets caught steal-
ing, and is arrested. Later on, they appear before a judge. Through whatever
process, the judge eventually renders a verdict and a corresponding sentence.
Justice is supposed to be served—Judgment against wrong-doing, a payment
for violation.

As humans, we are born with a sense of justice within. Children at a
young age rise up in anger when they feel their “rights” have been violated.
“That’s mine.” and “That’s not fair.” are words that echo in playrooms every-
where. It is a cry from the heart of a child for justice, a feeling that judgment is
needed, that unrighteousness has occurred, and “right” needs to be restored.
While most of the time the motivation is purely selfish, the truth cannot be
overlooked: Judgment is required to restore righteousness.

And even so we find ourselves, standing before a Judge - an abso-
lutely Just One - knowing we are guilty. The scales MUST balance. Justice
will be served. Righteousness will be restored.

The scene darkens further; the Judge knows everything, not only what was done, but WHY. As a Judge of all the earth, He
will bring judgment not only to our actions, but also to the motivations behind them. And as sure as we are that all our motivations
are right, just as surely He sees selfishness behind it all.

Deep within our consciousness, an inescapable reality surfaces: Judgment
- true, righteous, judgment - can only mean incomprehensible suffering. Pain.
Condemnation. Guilt. Hurt. Separation. Loneliness.

Through the tears of our shattered hopelessness, we see a slight motion
on the left - and we hear a gentle Voice - “May I ?” It is our Defense Attorney,
Jesus Christ the righteous. As He approaches the Judge a scene appears.

It is a most horrible scene. Jesus being whipped into a bloody mass,
mocked, tormented. Every lash mark representing my suffering - MINE - I de-
served it. My pain, my condemnation, my guilt, my punishment - laid on HIM. I
scream out “Where is Justice in this?”

I am shocked back to reality of the courtroom by the bang of the gavel.
The universal symbol for judgment is a balance ~ The Judge has ruled. Judgment will now be rendered, righteousness restored.

scale. The notion behind the symbol is that justice “Not guﬂty”
has occurred when the scale balances. For this rea- Huh?
son, God declared that a lying scale is an abomina-
tion, (Prov. 11:1) but just weights are his work.
(Prov. 16:11)

The Judge reads off the verdict, using words like “pardoned”,
“redeemed”, “faultless”. Through my shock, I become conscious of angels, and
saints, - thousands of them - shouting and rejoicing. “Don’t you get it?”” one cries
to me. “You have been judged, Judgment has been rendered in Truth, and you

have been declared Righteous!”
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Slowly, my mind begins to process it all. “Judgment and Justice are the habitation of thy throne...” “Being therefore justified
by the blood of Christ...” “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:”  “If we confess our sins, he is
Saithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

I glance over at the scale, and see it perfectly balanced - my wrongness on one side - His blood on the other.

Righteousness.

And then I remember... I too have been wronged. I have pain! [ was... (You fill in the blank - excommunicated, cursed, rejected,
raped, abandoned, belittled, trashed, etc, etc). Where is justice for that? I run back to the Judge (Who I have discovered is actually my Fa-
ther) and the Defense Attorney (Who is my older brother). “Justice, Judgment” I cry.

Then I understand, in that moment, what it cost Someone Else for my judgment. As I remember the scene of horror and agony
He went thru to balance my scale, my head hangs low in the courtroom. So in my own heart, I carry those who wronged me, one at a time,
to the Judge. I lay them before Him, release them, and back away. Summoning every ounce of courage I can find, I tenaciously reach for
the gavel. The judge smiles encouragingly.

With all the authority I can muster, I bang the gavel down and cry “Forgiven”.

There are no immediate crashes of thunder - no lightning flashes, no fireworks, But I sense a power rising up within me, as if
from a lineage. I turn, and see people lined up with me in agreement. Hundreds, thousands of them. I recognize Joseph, and his brothers,
who cruelly betrayed him. Stephen is there, and Paul, who carried the blame of his martyrdom, close beside him. The power of forgiveness
flows into me, and I realize I, too, have joined their ranks.

Behind the throne, 3 angels lift their mighty swords and touch the tips together. On the swords are these words: Judgment,
Justice, Righteousness. And the Scribe intones, “Mercy and Truth are met together, righteousness and peace have kissed each
other.” (Psalm 85,10)

My friend, whoever you are, reading this today - have YOU been judged? Has Justice been rendered in your case, have you been
declared Righteous? If so - than live as a righteous man, and by all means..... by every means, forgive.

If not, run to the courtroom today. Seek out the Judge, and cry to Him for Justice, Judgment, and Righteousness. Make no case in
the courtroom for your own goodness, for that case you will definitely lose. Plead only the case of the Blood - sprinkled on the Mercy-seat,
cry out for the Lawyer, the said Jesus Christ; “Lamb of God, which taketh away sin of the world...”

WISDOM BYTES
When 1 look back on my life, I am amazed at the wreck-

age I was determined to be. What thrills, amazes and in-
spires me is how God was able to bypass my foolishness in
His Wisdom, and lead me in the pathway of L I FE thru
Jesus Christ. 1 am not so fascinated with my own right
decisions as I amwith His ability to circumvent my wrong
ones and bring me where He wanted me.

Bibles for the Children

Thank You so much for the amazing response to
the request for funds for use in purchasing cases of
“Good and Evil” books. These books contain the stories of the
Bible from Genesis to Revelation, written and illustrated much as
a comic book would be. The books purchased were (and still are

being) a blessing to hundreds of inner-city children across

America. If you would like to help with this fund, you certainly
ay. We do not sell these books, but rather provide them for the
hurting children of the world as funds are made available.
This is a ‘Gianna ‘ project......contact her
At DONTstartULlose@aol.com

This Newsletter is direct-mailed only. it youwish o be a par

of this ministry and receive the newsletter, please contact us by mail, website, or e-mail. God Bless
you and your heart for the ministry of the Gospel.

Straitpaths.com  Stutzmanclan@aol.com Strait Paths Foundation 881 Peniel Rd Columbus, NC 28722



Since Last Newsletter.....

We left on a tour to the West and North on October 5 last year. The next 11 weeks seemed like a whirlwind— our longest tour ever. The
trip included 2 full-length TBYL Conferences with Door Of Hope ( IN and OR ), services in western states and Canada, dental work in
Mexico, three 5-day sets of meetings, several full concerts (including at a Hutterite Colony), and the funeral of a close family friend,
Austin Mullet. We were also privileged to spend several days with each set of grandparents; Dorcas’ folks in OR and Steve’s in lowa.
Throw in a morning at -39% in Alberta, a flat tire at midnight in Manitoba, and a day off to ski in Colorado...... guess that about says it
all. We arrived home in time to spend 4 days recouping before Christmas.
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To the not-so-warm northwest Mon-

Spending time reflecting by
the ocean the day we heard
of Austin’s passing.
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Just what everybody
needs...lovesick in Mexio.

Timmy’s...... everyone must go!!



” Tani shadés Adventur e \

I, Tanisha Stutzman, have decided to embark on an adventurous journey across the sea to discover a man (I mean, PLAN ) .... A
plan, for my life. { That statement is not board or parent endorsed.}

I don’t know how much you may know about IGO, the Institute for Global Opportunities. It is a Bible School based in Chang
Mai, Thailand, not unlike SMBI in Pennsylvania. Their primary goal is to equip missionaries for the work of the Kingdom and to
give Christians from the West an opportunity to learn these skills in a cross cultural setting. Their program includes a very effective
combination of sound Biblical teaching, personal discipleship, and hands-on mission work.

I am currently planning to be at IGO for a 4 month semester, from August — December 2011. During that time, I will be taking 3
missions trips to different Asian countries. This probably entails doing missionary work in villages and teaching English, as that is
an open door for presenting the gospel. In between those trips, I’ll be at the IGO base taking classes such as TESOL [Teaching
English as a Second Language], Team Dynamics, Biblical Theology of Missions, Discovering Our God, etc., along with
participating in their in-depth mentoring program, days of solitude, and local ministry opportunities every week.

It is a very intense program, and half of me is scared, knowing how stretching it will be. But the other half of me is intensely
excited, so much that I get a big silly grin on my face every time I think about it. ] But what I feel more than anything is a
contentment to simply rest in God as His plan unfolds. I’ve been praying for several years about going to IGO, and the doors have
finally opened! Knowing that this is His will helps me put all my fears to rest and simply anticipate what He has for me. I’'m excited
to see how God will use this experience at IGO to mold and shape my life!

The cost for me to go is roughly $5,000 [plus associated expenses involved]. If you feel it laid upon your heart to give financially to
help me in this goal, I would greatly appreciate it! Give only as you are directed of God... I don’t want to put any one on a guilt trip
to give me money.

If you can’t help financially, you can absolutely support me in prayer! I realize I will face a lot of spiritual darkness in the places
I’1l be going to, and knowing I’m covered in prayer is one of the most precious commodities I carry with me! Thank you all for
being willing to invest in my life as I go. God bless!

Tanisha Stutzman

Because of the travel of the Stutzman family and the involvement of the children in the ministry, they are not able to have
regular jobs. Because of this, the Board of Directors are allowing this forum, so that some of you who have been blessed
by the ministry can also sow into the lives of the children, as the “laborer is worthy of his hire”. Larry Warfel
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Please continue to remember
us in prayer as a family, and in

NEW

ministry. There are always STUTZMAN SISTERS
pressures, and we are trying to Recording.........
relocate, plus do another re- Coming in
cording. We also plan to do JUNE
some training for others later in
the year.
LOOK FOR US ON THE
WEB AT :
STRAITPATHS .COM
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